
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT ANNUAL REPORT 2026 

 
Welcome to the 73rd Annual General Meeting of the Society.   
 
It has been another busy year for your Council.  We have again managed to hold several events. 
 
Farming like Grandad was held in April and we set up 
games like grandma played (including egg and spoon, tug 
of war, sack and 3 legged races) which proved popular. 
 
We visited the historic Matchitt House at Opotiki, before 
visiting the Opotiki Farm Machinery Museum.  The 
Whakatane Hill Cemetery visit was undertaken.  Some of 
our Council members attended the 100th Te Teko Cattle 
Dog Trials which was interesting. 
 
There were a number of talks also.  Neville demonstrated 
how to search old land title deeds through Archives NZ and 
LINZ databases.  Lindsay told us the history of the 
Whakatane Catholic Church when we visited St Josephs 
School in Whakatane.  Members travelled to Tauranga 
Historical Society to hear about their history blog.  Recently 
members visited Ohiwa harbor and visited a hidden cave, 
and Neville showed many documents from his research.  
He then showed them the site of the Ferry Hotel. 
 
I would like to thank the organisers and leaders of the field 
trips very much for their hard work towards the trips. 
 
The continued existence of the Society would not be possible without members willing to serve on the 
Society’s Council, our subscribers and also the contributors to the Journal.  Our loyal members are not only 
private people, but also institutional and public libraries.  There are even members from overseas libraries. 
 
Raewyn has been actively posting items on our 
FaceBook and website pages.  She has resigned from 
the Council, but will continue to manage the social media.  
Thank you Raewyn. 
 
I make my usual plea for articles for the Journal Historical 
Review.  Glen and I are co-editing the journal.   

 
Glen has continued to do a magnificent job as Treasurer, 
and has also managed the membership database.  Glen 
has resigned as Treasurer, but will continue to manage 
the membership database.  Thank you Glen. 
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Morley has continued to look after the numerous requests for journal articles, or issues of the journal or 
copies of Monographs. 
 
Glen and Morley do an enormous amount of work for the Society and I thank them very much. 
 
Robert has continued to be minute secretary, which has made my task easier. 
 
I gratefully acknowledge Keirin Hudson at the Whakatane Museum for his assistance with research 
requests which come to the Society, and with photographs for journal articles. 
 
I would like to thank the Council for their hard work and for supporting me during the year, and Society 
members for their support. 
 
Tiena Jordan 
President 

 

 

 

 

 


