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Welcome to the 71st Annual General Meeting of the Society.

We were privileged to have our Patron, Emeritus Professor Dame Anne Salmond with
us who gave us a very interesting address on her research and the work of her great-

grandfather, James MacDonald.

It has been another busy year for your Council. We have again managed to hold several
events.

In May Neville Thompson gave an illustrated talk on early development of Louvain, Merritt
and Simpkin Streets.

In July we started a series of “Coffee and a Chat” get-togethers where we met at The Bean
and heard the history of the building we would visit. The July one was a chat about the area
and buildings where The Bean is situated with numerous photographs to discuss.

Also in July Robert Bruére conducted a tour of the Domain Road Cemetery, which was
attended by many other groups as well. He spoke about the earliest burials from 1965 to
1915 and gave historical details of events in that time.

In August our “Coffee and a Chat” meeting was held at The Bean, then a visit to the Art
Deco building in George Street occupied by George Street Linen. The site was originally
developed by the Francis Brothers Blacksmiths. The Art Deco building was built in the early
1930s, and later became known as Wheelers Garage.

In September | conducted a workshop at the Whakatane Museum Research Centre, where |
outlined the history of the Society and its connection with the museum. Then | showed the
members the resources available to researchers and how to use them. The members then
chose a subject or person to research. The subjects included: Seventh Day Adventist
Church, Cemeteries, early Whakatane photographs, Clive Kingsley-Smith records,
Whakatane Town Hall, Te Rangi Pai, Whale Island, Maori land within Whakatane.

In October we met for our “Coffee and a Chat” at Whakamax, where Morley showed a
number of photographs and spoke about the history of the theatre, which was first built in
1911 and known as King’s Theatre. Many will remember it as the Regent Theatre. Then the
Manager showed us through the “back of house” area including the projection room.

Members once again enjoyed our Christmas garden party at Glen and Morley’s in
December.



The continued existence of the Society would not be possible without members willing to
serve on the Society’s Council, our subscribers and also the contributors to the Journal. Our
loyal members are not only private people, but also institutional and public libraries. There
are even members from overseas libraries.

Raewyn has been actively posting items on our FaceBook and website pages.

I make my usual plea for articles for the Journal Historical Review. Glen and | are co-editing
the journal.

Glen has continued to do a magnificent job as Treasurer, and has also managed the
membership database.

Morley has continued to look after the numerous requests for journal articles, or issues of the
journal or copies of Monographs.

Glen and Morley do an enormous amount of work for the Society and | thank them very
much.

Robert has continued to be minute secretary, which has made my task easier.

| gratefully acknowledge Matthew Marr at the Whakatane Museum for his assistance with
research requests which come to the Society, and with photographs for journal articles.

I would like to thank the Council for their hard work and for supporting me during the year,
and Society members for their support.

Tiena Jordan
President



